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Early Childhood Transitioning

Ready Communities  
and Services
Partnerships with communities require more than family  

involvement. Partnerships extend to the community values,  

aspirations and expectations of prior-to-school and school settings. They require the 

presence of community within early education settings and the presence of educators 

within the community.1, 2 

Partnerships with communities are a core element of quality early childhood practices.

•	 Ready communities share a collaborative 
approach to service delivery and provide 
a safe and supportive environment where 
community-based health and wellbeing 
services are accessible to all. This ensures 
that children are physically healthy and 
emotionally prepared for school3 

•	 Children’s participation in early childhood 
services is a significant element of readiness 
for school and is enhanced when communities 
are actively engaged in training and the 
provision of early childhood services 

•	 The nature of a community’s engagement 
with early childhood services makes a 
key difference in supporting children 
to be school ready. The critical factor is 
engagement4 

•	 Community leadership in early childhood 
services plays a leading role in community 
engagement and the capacity of communities 
to improve children’s school readiness

•	 Community ownership of early childhood 
programs is a key aspect in the success or 
otherwise of children’s school readiness.5 

School readiness is reliant on the 

resources (knowledge and skills),  

attitudes (priorities) and relationships of a 

community. School readiness, understood 

as the community’s readiness for the child, 

will differ from one community to another, 

and over time within the same community. 

Understanding a community’s level of 

preparedness for children’s schooling is  

a must.
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Factors for schools to consider
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Early Years  
Learning Framework

Northern Territory 
 Preschool Curriculum

•	 Secure, respectful and reciprocal  
relationships

•	 Partnerships

•	 High expectations and equity

•	 Respect for diversity

•	 Holistic approaches

•	 Responsiveness to children

•	 Cultural competence

•	 Continuity of learning and transitions

•	 Outcome 1: Identity 
Elements 1.1; 1.2; 1.3; 1.4

•	 Outcome 2: Connectedness 
Elements 2.1; 2.3

•	 Outcome 3: Wellbeing 
Elements 3.1; 3.2

•	 Outcome 4: Learning and Thinking 
Elements 4.1; 4.2; 4.3

•	 Outcome 5: Communication 
Elements 5.1

Examples of Effective Transitioning 
Practices6  

•	 Respecting knowledge of the community and 
existing connections with the community

•	 Schools and educators being seen in the 
community

•	 Community recognition of the importance  
of effective transitioning

•	 Positive parenting expectations

•	 Commitment to and valuing of enrolment and 
attendance at early childhood education and 
care services

•	 Sharing information

•	 Understanding of child development

•	 Engaging the community in transitioning

•	 Demonstrated respect for all involvement  
in transitioning

•	 Active and equal participants contributing  
in transitioning processes.
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National Quality Standard  
(NQS) 

Quality Area 1:  
Educational program and practice 
Standard 1.1; Standard 1.2

Quality Area 5:  
Relationships with children 
Standard 5.1; Standard 5.2

Quality Area 6:  
Collaborative partnerships with families  
and communities 
Standard 6.1; Standard 6.2; Standard 6.3

Quality Area 7:  
Leadership and service management 
Standard 7.1; Standard 7.2


