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Introduction 

The role of NTBOS is to provide advice to the 
Minister and the Chief Executive (CE) of the 
Department of Education on curriculum, 
assessment, certification and reporting for 
school students. It is a critical component of the 
Territory education system. The changes to 
NTBOS increase the flexibility and 
responsiveness of the board in carrying out 
these functions. 

The board membership has been reduced from 
16 members to 11 and now includes four 
stakeholder representative members, six expert 
members and one Department of Education 
nominee. The Act provides capacity for the 
board to establish ad hoc or standing 
committees which are intended to provide a 
consistent source of stakeholder input to the 
NTBOS work. 

Membership 

The 11 members on the board consist of: 

 one departmental officer to be nominated by 
the CE 

 four stakeholder representatives including: 

 one member who is parent of a student 
enrolled in a school, who has been 
nominated or endorsed by a body that 
represents the interests of parents 

 one member who is working as a teacher 
who has been nominated or endorsed by a 

body that represents the interests of 
teachers (who may or may not be a 
member of a union) 

 one member who represents the interests 
of Indigenous peoples 

 one member who represents the interests 
of employers 

• six expert members including:  

 four members nominated by the Minister 

 one member nominated by Association of 
Independent Schools NT (AISNT) 

 one member nominated by NT Catholic 
Education Office (NTCEO). 

The members nominated by AISNT and 
NTCEO are not representative of those 
organisations and they must meet the 
definition of an ‘expert’ as defined in the 
legislation and summarised below. 

Expert members 

Expert members are people who are 
recognised nationally as having expertise in 
one or more of the fields prescribed by 
legislation, listed below: 

  

 early childhood education and care 
 primary school education 
 secondary school education 
 special learning needs 

The new Education Act and Education Regulations commenced on 1 January 2016. The changes in 

the legislation which affect the Northern Territory Board of Studies (NTBOS) apply from 1 1 July 

2016. Part 3 of the Act establishes the NTBOS and its functions and sets out the rules for board 

membership and meetings. 
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 vocational education and training in 
schools 

 either distance and online education or 
international education 

 Indigenous education. 

The Minister, the AISNT and the NTCEO are 
required to work together to ensure that the 
expert members, between them, have 
knowledge of or experience in all the fields of 
expertise. The members should also be 
residents or recent residents in the Territory, 
with knowledge and/or experience of 
education in the Territory.  

On the recommendation of the Minister, the 
Administrator must appoint an expert 
member as the chairperson of the Board. The 
chairperson must have knowledge and 
experience of educational policy and practice 
in both the Northern Territory and nationally. 

Procedural aspects 

The process to appoint stakeholder 
representatives has not changed from current 
practice. Expressions of interest are called for 
by advertising in a Territory-wide newspaper 
or by notification to a group or body (as set 
out in the Education Regulations). 

For two of the expert members, the Minister 
must call for nominations from the 
Association of Independent Schools Northern 
Territory and the Catholic Education Office 
Northern Territory and they may do so in any 
way they see fit.  

For the four expert members nominated by 
the Minister, expressions of interest may be 
sought through publishing a notice in an 
Australia-wide newspaper or any other way 
the Minister sees fit. The selection process 
will continue to be administered within the 
Department of Education. 

The functions and powers of the board have 
not changed.   

Sub-committees 

Ad hoc or standing committees can be 
established to provide a consistent source of 
stakeholder input to the board’s work.  

 

 

 

Further information 
For further details go to www.education.nt.gov.au 
email ntbos@nt.gov.au or phone (08) 8944 9204.  
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