
Student is suspected to be under the influence of a substance or illicit 
drug, is in possession of a drug, drug-use implement or substance 
suspected of being an illicit or unsanctioned drug, or is presenting 

something as an illicit substance. 

Attend to the immediate safety and wellbeing needs of the student/s:
 Remove students and staff from threat 
 Isolate or get help (ensuring that the student/s is supervised and 

where applicable separated)
 Where the student is suspected of being under the influence of a 

drug, determine appropriate management of the situation

IMMEDIATE 
ACTION

 Student safety

 Document details

 Inform the principal

 Contact parents

 Contact police 

 Complete Serious 
Incident Report (if 
appropriate)

Inform the principal or delegated staff who will: 
 Contact parents 
 Contact NT Police (if suspected illicit substance or illegal activity)
 Complete serious incident report (if applicable) 
 Complete Mandatory Notification report (if applicable)
 Notify Quality Education and Care NT (if applicable)

Situation

 NT Police will 
coordinate/arrange safe 
and appropriate disposal 
of the drug/substance/

implement. 

Substance is an illicit drug or 
suspected of being an illicit drug 

or drug use implement.

Substance is a licit drug (e.g. 
alcohol, tobacco). 

If the student is able to move, refer 
them immediately to the front office or 

the location specified in the school s 
drug policy. 

If student is unable to move, urgently 
seek the First Aid officer s assistance 

and/or call an ambulance. 

Follow-up action

 Implement school 
discipline policy

 Provide student 
wellbeing support

 Link students and 
families with 
community support 
(if appropriate)

 Notify NT Police.

 NT Police take possession of 
suspected illicit substance. 

 Notify parents/caregivers 
(regardless of age). 

 If the circumstances warrant 
suspension, advise parents/
caregivers as soon as possible 
via phone, and later in writing.

If applicable: 

 Seek agreement from student 
to participate in targeted 
intervention (e.g. drug 
diversion). 

 Arrange return to school. 

 Implement appropriate 
disciplinary action.

 Notify parents/caregivers. 

 If the circumstances warrant 
suspension, advise parents/
caregivers as soon as possible 
via phone, and later in writing.

Provide appropriate and ongoing student wellbeing support for the student/s 
concerned. 

MANAGEMENT OF DRUG-RELATED INCIDENTS IN SCHOOLS

At no stage should a 
member of staff: 
  attempt to search a 

student s possessions 
 accuse a student of 

possession or use of a 
substance, licit or illicit 
drug. 

The principal will make 
determinations based on 

the severity of the 
incident, its potential for 

harm and any subsequent 
impact on the school 

community.
INHALANTS & 

VOLATILE 
SUBSTANCES

In the NT, it is not illegal 
for individuals to sniff or 
inhale volatile 
substances, however 
where the use of 
inhalants or volatile 
substances is  
suspected, the police 
will: 

 throw out the 
substance 

 search the student

 determine a course of 
action which may 
result in protective 
custody.

 

DEPARTMENT OF 
EDUCATION 



 

DEPARTMENT OF 
EDUCATION 

Volatile substances can include petrol or other engine fuel, lighter fluid (butane gas), spray and 
aerosol paints,  glue or white-out (correction fluid) and aerosol deodorants. 

In the NT, it is not illegal to inhale or sniff volatile substances but it is against the law to supply 
someone with a substance if you know they intend to sniff or inhale it. 

Any student/s suspected of supplying volatile substances for the purpose of sniffing or inhalation 
must be dealt with by the police as their actions constitute a breach of the Volatile Substance Abuse 
Prevention Act. 

Illicit drug refers to a substance that the use, possession, cultivation or trafficking of is prohibited 
(or illegal) by law. Illicit drug use occurs when drugs are used in an illegal manner e .g. cannabis, 
methamphetamine. This can also include using a drug for an improper purpose or using a product 
or substance that is not intended to be a drug in a way which produces a drug like state. 

Licit drug refers to drugs that are able to be purchased legally e.g. alcohol, tobacco and caffeine. 
This can also include medication used to treat illness, over-the-counter drugs used as directed and 
prescription medicines used by the intended person for the prescribed usage. 

Licit drugs can be used illegally and procedures for managing incidents where students are 
suspected of possessing, using and selling licit drugs on school premises or during school activities/
events should be included in school policy and procedures. Students purchasing or supplying licit 
substances illegally (e.g. alcohol) can be issued with a fine by the police. 
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