Northern Territory

Early Childhood Transitioning Package

Millner Primary School
CASE STUDY

Millner Primary School
Millner Primary School is a multicultural Darwin school of approximately
200 students from preschool to Year 6. Millner Preschool is located 500
metres from the main campus of the primary school.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander students make
up nearly 40 per cent of
the student body, coming
from local areas, two town
communities and some from
remote communities.
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Approximately 60 per cent of
our student population who
speak English as an additional
dialect or language, with the
most significant proportion
coming from the Philippines.
There are around 40
different dialect and language
backgrounds in our student
population.
2018 My School data shows
Millner School’s ICSEA
(Index of Community SocioEducational Advantage) value
as 870 with 52 per cent in
the bottom quartile.
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Taking action
As part of Millner Primary
School’s Strategic Plan,
we focus on enrolments
and attendance.
The Millner Preschool
team recognises that if
children and families are
engaged in preschool
then the probability of
enrolment retention into
Transition at the primary
school is improved. Children
will also attend more
regularly if the programs
the preschool provides
are fun and engaging.

Creating change
Our school Principal supports our early childhood programs
through the school’s partnership with The Smith Family.

Together we provide three
playgroups a week; two
on the Millner Primary
School campus and one at
the Preschool to support
connections with both sites.
These playgroups aim to
engage our families in early
education and care and
provide information on child
development.

A comprehensive
Transitioning Action Plan
was produced by the
preschool, in consultation
with staff, to work together
to support schools, families,
communities and children
transitioning from home to
playgroup and preschool and
into Transition.

Another initiative we
introduced at preschool as
a way to bring families into
school was our innovative
‘Bush Preschool’ program.

Click to view the Bush
Preschool article
Click to view the Millner
School Action Plan
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Challenges
The main challenge in this process was the compilation
of our Transitioning Action Plan.

It had many sections and areas to
consider and groups to work with to
collect information while ensuring
everyone’s voices were heard.
It was challenging as it took a
long time to complete all the
steps we felt were needed,
especially to build authentic,
positive relationships through
wellbeing, positive engagement
and learning and teaching.

Click to view the
Playgroup schedule

Monday and Wednesdays
8.30-10.30am at Millner Primary School

Friday
8-11am
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at Millner Preschool

Click to view the
Playgroup Plan

Initial findings
Although challenging to develop, the benefits of
our Transitioning Action Plan were definitely worth
it and helped us get all the steps in place.

The Early Childhood
Transitioning package
helped families and children
have their voice heard by
completing the Sharing
about my child form and the
Three wishes for my child and
Something I would like my new
teacher to know sections of
the transitioning statements.
The Transition teachers
also found the statements
helpful in getting to know
the children coming into their
class. Teachers mentioned
learning about each child’s
strengths along with
suggestions to help them with
transitioning very useful.
Teachers also noted how
each child was progressing
across the five learning
Click to view a Millner School
transitioning statement
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outcomes of the Early Years
Learning Framework (EYLF)
with help from the use of the
NT Preschool Curriculum
supporting document.
Attached to the transitioning
statements were photos of
each child and (if possible) their
family, plus a Belonging, Being
& Becoming Quilt detailing the
EYLF Learning Outcomes.
A Transition teacher discussing
how the transitioning
statements and the
accompanying resources
supported her in gaining an
understanding of the incoming
children and their families said:
“I felt like I knew them
really well before they
had even arrived”.
Click to view a Millner School
Learning Quilt

Future planning
Each year the Transitioning Action Plan is updated to stay
current, reflect the school’s aims and to include the voice of
our children and families.

This year’s focuses were
on the introduction of
Bush Preschool with an
aim to increase interest,
enrolment and engagement
in our school. This,
alongside the introduction
of our playgroups to
engage younger children
and their families, has
had great results.

Click to view the AEDC
domain: emotional maturity
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Going forward we are
using our Australian Early
Development Census (AEDC)
data to inform and plan ways
we can support our school,
the community, the families
and most importantly the
children of Millner.

Click to view the AEDC
domain: social competence

Click to view the AEDC domain:
physical health and wellbeing

Click to view the AEDC
domain: language and
cognitive skills

Click to view the AEDC
domain: communication skills
and general knowledge
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8.30-10.30am at Millner Primary School

Friday
8-11am

at Millner Preschool

Click to
go back

Click to
go back

Click to
go back

Click to
go back

Click to
go back

Click to
go back

Click to
go back

Click to
go back

Click to
go back

